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Educational opportunity is one of the important signals to judge the civilization 
and progress of a country. It is of great theoretical and realistic significance to 
research on admission opportunities for higher education for different ethnic 
minorities in China, analyze the differences and root causes, thus narrowing the gap of 
admission opportunities for higher education among different ethnic minority groups. 
Therefore, the study is conducted to analyze the influences of objective family factors 
and subjective family factors on such opportunities among the Bai nationality, the 
Naxi nationality, the Yi nationality, the Dai nationality and the Hani nationality living 
in Multi-ethnic border province of Yunnan, based on Ethnic Stratification Theory and 
Culture Reproduction Theory and the application of quantitative and qualitative 
research methods. In addition, suggestions are put forward to improve the higher 
education admission of ethnic minorities. Main views and conclusions are as follows:  
1. There are significant differences of admission opportunities for higher 
education among five ethnic minorities. The Naxi and the Bai have the highest 
admission opportunities, the Dai and the Yi second, and the Hani lowest.  
2. In different types of colleges and universities, the differences of admission 
opportunities are different among five ethnic minorities. In higher vocational colleges, 
the difference is smallest; in general undergraduate universities, the difference is 
larger; in key undergraduate universities, the difference is largest. 
3. For five ethnic minorities, the differences of admission opportunities among 
children from different social strata are different. The difference among children of 
the Hani from different social strata is largest, and the difference among children of 
the Naxi from different social strata is smallest. 
4. Objective family factors have a significant impact on admission opportunities 
for higher education among different ethnic minorities, the more superior one’s family 
background, the more opportunities to higher education enrollment. But each family 
background variables make influence of a different degree on admission opportunities 
among different ethnic minorities. 















for higher education among different ethnic minorities. Parents of the Bai and the 
Naxi attach great importance to education, their higher expectation to their children, 
more educational support, more parent-children interaction, and more active 
parent-school contact, which play a promoting impact on their children’s admission 
opportunities. By contrast, positive influence that subjective family factors of the Hani, 
the Dai and the Yi make on is weaker. 
6. Objective and subjective factors of family are intertwined and have influenced 
admission opportunities for higher education, which make the opportunities among 
different ethnic minorities diversity. 
On the basis of above conclusion, the government should promote education 
resources to remote minority areas, improve funding policy and preferential policy in 
the college entrance examination to minority students; the school should pay attention 
to master the learning characteristics of the students and strengthen the 
communication with parents; parents should hold positive attitude and reasonable 
expectation to education, provide more education support and keep good parent-child 
interaction and parent-school contact. Generally speaking, the government, school and 
parents should make cooperative efforts and pay more attention to children from 
ethnic minorities’ families which are particularly disadvantaged, thus narrowing the 
gap of admission opportunities among various ethnic groups and inside ethnic 
minorities. 
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